Randell Reece Hoffman
801.560.4875	|	randellhoffman@gmail.com	|	Salt Lake City, Utah

Education
University of Utah, College of Humanities, Department of History 
Salt Lake City, Utah
M.A. U.S. History, Certificate of Public History, (current, anticipated Spring 2027)
Specializing in gender and sexuality of the U.S. West

Brigham Young University – Idaho, College of Language + Letters, Department of History, Geography, and Political Science
Rexburg, Idaho
B.A. History Education, minor in German Education, 2018
History survey courses, electives in U.S. immigration history and the Holocaust; pedagogy & practica in secondary social studies & German

Work Experience
Signature Books (Salt Lake City) | Marketing Assistant | August 2025 – Present
I provide logistic assistance for the marketing director at a leading publisher of groundbreaking works on Mormon history, culture, and the U.S. West.

University of Utah, Department of History (Salt Lake City) | Research Assistant | May 2025 – Present
I support Century of Black Mormons by uploading and organizing archival documents, photographs, and biographical records within the Omeka S digital platform. I create and standardize metadata to improve accessibility, searchability, and user navigation while curating digital collections. I collaborated closely with the project director (Dr. Paul Reeve) to ensure historical accuracy and align published biographical profiles and digital content with broader public history and research objectives.

Canyons School District (Midvale, Utah) | Teacher | February 2022 - August 2024
I taught 7th grade (Utah Studies), 8th grade (U.S. History 1, through 1876) and managed data and confidential records for 170+ students each school year. I gained experience and trainings in multi-language learner student engagement and pedagogy

Canyons School District (Sandy, Utah) | Contract Substitute Teacher | October 2021 - February 2022
I managed and led K-12 classes as an on-call, guest educator.

Utah Division of Archives and Records Services (Salt Lake City) | Research Intern | Summer 2022
As an intern with San Jose State University, I conducted archival research exploring an 1894 territorial case. Using court records, prison files, city directories, and newspapers from the Utah Division of Archives and Records Service, I translated archival findings into an accessible public-facing narrative for the archive’s blog, strengthening skills in public history, archival research, and historical interpretation.

Maria Montessori Academy (North Ogden, Utah) | Teacher | August 2020 - August 2021
I taught 7th grade (Utah Studies), 8th grade (U.S. History I, through 1876), Humanities elective course at a Montessori-based pedagogy training for secondary students

Intrepid College Prep (Independence High School, Antioch, Tennessee) | Teacher | July 2019 - July 2020
I taught 9th grade social studies (World History & Geography) & advised the GLSEN chapter (a student-led club). I re-designed the course as part of a school in shift with new management

Summit Academy (Bluffdale, Utah) | Paraprofessional | January - May 2019
I was a classroom assistant to an elementary German immersion program (assigned first through fifth grade). I created daily, mini-lessons to implement, summative assessments, and co-teaching

Volunteer + Leadership
Mildred Berryman Institute for LGBTIQ2S+ Utah History | Co-Founder, Treasurer | May 2024 – present
· Co-founder of a public history initiative dedicated to preserving, interpreting, and sharing Utah’s LGBTQIA+ history through research, education, and community engagement.
· I spearheaded the organizational incorporation and tax-exempt status filing.
· As treasurer, I oversee financial planning, budgeting, and 501(c)(3) nonprofit compliance.
· Lead development of organizational bylaws, governance structures, and strategic planning to guide the Institute’s mission and growth.
· Coordinate public programs, lectures, and commemorative events highlighting underrepresented histories and voices. 
· Collaborate with scholars, community leaders, and partner organizations to expand the scope, accessibility, and visibility of LGBTQIA+ historical narratives in Utah.
· Provide historical research and content development for events, publications, and digital platforms.

Preservation Utah | Trustee, Executive Secretary | October 2021 - June 2025
· Preservation Utah is a non-profit focused on preserving Utah’s built environment and cultural landscape for today’s communities
· Executive Committee Secretary (January 2022 - December 2024): fielding board communications and forms, agendas, and minutes.
· Budget approvals and analysis, public advocacy, historical research, event planning
· Participated in the process of hiring a new executive director 
· General advocacy for preservation and historical recognition of S.L.C. West Side neighborhoods.

Publications + Collaborations
Peer-Reviewed Papers:
Randell Hoffman “Out of the Closets and Into the Streets: How LGBTQ+ Utahns Gathered and Organized,” Peoples of Utah Revisited, Utah Historical Quarterly (October 2026)

Lectures, Presentations, Panels, + Public History:
Randell Hoffman, "Out of the Closets and into the Streets: How LGBTQ+ Utahns Gathered and Organized.” Paper presentation, Western History Association Conference 2026, “Queer Placemaking in Salt Lake City, Utah,” (Portland, Oregon, October 2026).

Randell Hoffman, “Bridging: LGBTQ+ Utah and the Politics of Connection, Belonging, and Survival,” presentation to the Young Professionals Group, led by the Center for Economic Opportunity & Belonging and the Utah Division of Multicultural Affairs (Salt Lake City, Utah), 15 June 2026.

Randell Hoffman, "Out of the Closets and into the Streets: How LGBTQ+ Utahns Gathered and Organized.” Paper presentation, LGBTQ+ History Association’s Queer and Trans History Conference 2026, “Urban Queer Geographies in late-20th North America,” University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, 3 June 2026).

Randell Hoffman, Connell O’Donovan, + Megan Weiss, “Queer Utah Historians Round Table,” Mildred Berryman Institute Lecture Series 2026 (Salt Lake City, Utah, 16 April 2026).

Randell Hoffman "Out of the Closets and into the Streets: How LGBTQ+ Utahns Gathered and Organized." Paper presentation, Practicing History Conference, University of Utah, Department of History, “Governing Without Law: Authority, Ambiguity, and Moral Regulation in Mormon Utah” (Salt Lake City, 3 April 2026).

Randell Hoffman, “Forgotten Leader: Joe Redburn and the Rise of LGBTQ+ Utah,” Mildred Berryman Institute Lecture Series 2025 (Salt Lake City, 16 October 2025).

Randell Hoffman, “Rathburn, Annie May Ritchie,” in Century of Black Mormons, J. Willard Marriott Library Exhibits, University of Utah, https://exhibits.lib.utah.edu/s/century-of-black-mormons/page/rathburn-annie-may-ritchie. 

Randell Hoffman, “Walker, Alberta Mae Roberts Lewis,” in Century of Black Mormons, J. Willard Marriott Library Exhibits, University of Utah, https://exhibits.lib.utah.edu/s/century-of-black-mormons/page/walker-alberta-mae-roberts-lewis. 

Randell Hoffman, “Roberts, William Archibald,” in Century of Black Mormons, J. Willard Marriott Library Exhibits, University of Utah, https://exhibits.lib.utah.edu/s/century-of-black-mormons/page/roberts-william-archibald. 

Randell Hoffman “Queer Resilience, Organizing, and Joy in Post-Stonewall Utah,” Xfinity Employee Resource Group Pride Celebration, 26 June 2025.

May-October 2025: Walking Tour of LGBTQ+ Downtown Salt Lake City

Randell Hoffman "Researching Utah During the AIDS Epidemic: Context, Resources, & Methods." Presentation Practicing History Conference, University of Utah, Department of History, “AIDS: Organizing and Mourning” (Salt Lake City, 15 March 2026).

Book Reviews:
Randell Hoffman, "Chosen Path: A Memoir,” review of Chosen Path: A Memoir, by D. Michael Quinn, Utah Historical Quarterly (April 2026), Vol. 94, No. 2: 179–180.

Podcast Episodes:
“Oscar Wilde in Utah, with Randell Hoffman and Robert Carson.” The Virtual Jewel Box. Tanner Humanities Center, University of Utah, 19 March 2025.

Demolished Salt Lake, Queer History in SLC (Episode 9), June 2022.

Courses:
“A History of LGBTQ+ Utah,” University of Utah Continuing Education, Lifelong Learning (Spring 2025).

Editorials:
Randell Hoffman, Salt Lake Tribune (Salt Lake City, Utah), “Voices: Utah’s LGBTQ+ community has faced adversity before. We can do it again,” 22 November 2024. Also republished in QSaltLake Magazine (Salt Lake City, Utah), December 2024, page 16.

Randell Hoffman, “The People versus Frank Smiley,” Utah State Archives (Blog), September 2022.

Trainings
Oral History Training, Utah Historical Society, 2026
23 May: “Introduction to Oral History”
20 August: “All About Transcription”
22 October: “How to Use Oral History”
